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Award-Winning
Journalist Joins Faculty
Alva James-Johnson’s News-writing Experience
Ensures Her Students Will Be Challenged
An interview by Stephen Ruf

Professor Alva James-Johnson shares her journalistic journey at SJC's first convocation.

Q How

did you discover that
journalism was your life’s
calling?
A While a senior in high school, I
noticed an ad for a writing contest
published in Insight magazine. I
decided to enter the competition. A
few months later, I received a letter
in the mail with a $75 check and my
first byline. It was such an awesome
experience that I decided to pursue a
journalism career.
Q You’ve worn a lot of hats in
your 30-plus-year career: What
did you like the best?
A I have enjoyed writing about
people and communities overlooked
by the mainstream media. While
working for the (South Florida)
Sun-Sentinel, for example, I had the
privilege of covering the growing
Caribbean-American population.
I also wrote a lot about families
impacted by crime, violence, and
other socioeconomic issues plaguing
urban communities in America.
Q What’s

the strangest thing
you’ve ever written about?
A While working at the LedgerEnquirer, there was a triplehomicide in an upper-middle class
neighborhood. The victims were a
56-year-old woman, her 17-yearold son, and her 10-year-old
granddaughter. I wrote stories from
the perspective of devastated family
members and covered the funeral.
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Q Is there a story that stands
out as one that really made a
difference in someone’s life?
A After traveling to Haiti in 2004
to cover political violence, I wrote
a piece about a blind girl who lost
her sight due to gun violence. She is
now living happily in America as a U.S.
citizen.
Q What

made you decide to
leave daily news reporting to
become a professor?
A I had reached a point in my career
where I was looking for a new
challenge. God has perfect timing!
Q What kind of future can
communication students
expect?
A The news industry is going
through a major transition due to
technological advances. I believe there
are many opportunities for people
willing to adjust to the changing times.
Q What’s

the most important
thing for budding writers to
learn?
A It’s important to be good
storytellers. That might mean
presenting the information in a
multimedia format. But it also
requires understanding of what
makes a good story: a strong human
element and universal truth.

Alva James-Johnson is
a seasoned columnist,
editorial writer, and social
issues reporter:
• Holds a bachelor’s degree in
communication from Oakwood
College and a MA in Public
Relations from Kent State
University in Ohio
• Worked for the (Fort
Lauderdale) Sun-Sentinel, Omaha
World-Herald, (Syracuse) PostStandard, and (Columbus, Georgia)
Ledger-Enquirer
• Authored part of an awardwinning expóse tracing the
systematic failures of New York
state’s prison medical system
• A Pulitzer Prize co-finalist for
explanatory journalism.
• Awarded fellowships with the
Knight Center for Specialized
Journalism, the National Press
Foundation, and Poynter Institute.
• As a Caribbean-American Affairs
reporter, she wrote a special
bicentennial newspaper section
documenting Haiti’s 200 years
• Covered Haiti’s political
upheaval, Tropical Storm Jeanne
and the devastating flooding that
killed 3,000 people
• Freelanced for publications such
as T.H.E. Journal, Message Magazine,
Southern Tidings, Adventist Review,
and Weddingpages

International TV Producer
Brings Media Ministry
into Classroom
Pablo Fernandez Wants to Teach Students
How to Use Their Talents for the Church
An interview by Jacob Fisher

"You tell your story by how you compose your shoot," Professor Fernandez tells Jordan Adams.

Q

A

Pablo E. Fernandez is a
seasoned international
producer, filmmaker, and
media manager:
• Holds a degree in communication,
radio and TV broadcasting from
Faculdade Cásper Líbero in Brazil
and an MA in Communication at AU
• Created and produced the
documentary TV show, "Inside the
Bible," for the Hope Channel
• Directed and edited "The Jackie
Film," produced by the Andrews
University Health & Wellness
Department. It won awards from
the Kingdomwood Christian
International Film Festival and the
Awareness Festival
• Worked as director of
photography and film editor for
"The Mysterious Note," produced
by the North American Division
Stewardship Department and One
Mustard Seed, a kids' ministry
• Event manager and associate
director of One Mustard Seed
ministry
• Developed two graduate classes
at Andrews University (AU) in
Michigan in media production and
development
• Directed and produced
entertainment, journalism,
live programs, religious and
documentary TV programs for Hope
Channel South America

How will you translate your
experience as a content
producer into productive
assignments in the classroom?
I want to focus on providing my
students with an academic experience
that excites them to become game
changers.
What was college like in Sao
Paulo, Brazil?
I studied in one of the most renown
communication universities in Brazil,
Faculdade Cásper Líbero. I feel very
blessed to have studied at a university
that provided a very hands-on
experience.
What were some of your
endeavors during your time as a
producer/manager of media in
Latin America?
I had the privilege to work at Novo
Tempo (Hope Channel South
America) in Brazil, the largest
Seventh-day Adventist media center in
the world. Today, this communication
system incorporates three TV and
radio stations, a news department, a
music record enterprise, a marketing
and call center, and more than 500
employees. I worked for eight years
in the Spanish TV department. My
main accomplishments were creating,
producing, and managing three new
TV shows.

Why do you enjoy teaching?
Success is being relevant where God
calls you to be. There are definitely
many opportunities to succeed
in Hollywood, but there are also
opportunities in Chattanooga, Brazil,
Africa, and Asia. I’m looking forward
to assisting students in identifying
God’s calling for them. I also want
to expose them to as many different
places and communication business
environments as possible.
I understand that you were
heavily involved with creating
Andrews University’s studio?
I assisted students at the studio and
managed a production company
operated by student workers. The
most outstanding works we produced
were a documentary for Andrews
Health and Wellness; a TV show
series for Hope Channel, "Inside
the Bible;" and a feature comedy
adventure film for kids for the
North America Division Stewardship
Department, "The Mysterious Note."
Here at the School of
Journalism and Communication,
a new studio is being planned.
Are you excited for the
opportunity to be involved
with the design and creation of
another studio?
Definitely! It will be a larger
“classroom” where our students can
put into practice all they are reading
about and learning.
THE WIRE
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Billy Weeks:
30 Years of Teaching
By Pamela Maize Harris

When Billy Weeks was hired 30 years
ago to teach photojournalism at
Southern, he faced the largest class
he would ever teach here:
30 students.

Tennessee, Chattanooga (UTC). He
became the chief photographer for
the school newspaper, The University
Echo, eventually changing his major to
communication.

Bill Oliphant, then chair of the
Journalism Department, chose a
photographer from The Chattanooga
Times to teach the film and chemicalbased class. Weeks was a great
choice. He joined the The Chattanooga
Times in 1984 as an intern and,
as often happens, it turned into a
permanent job.

At the The Chattanooga Times, Weeks
worked his way up to photo team
leader in 1995, photo editor in 1996,
and director of photography in 1998.

Weeks was gifted a Zenobia camera
by his father at age 16 or 17. “I had
a part-time job at K-Mart and spent
most of my money on film.” He
eventually scraped together $300 for
a Canon AE1 Program camera.
His dad urged him to go into the
medical field, so Weeks signed up as
a biology major at the University of
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“There is no
communication element
stronger than a still photo."
When The Chattanooga Times and the
Chattanooga News-Free Press merged
in January1999, Weeks became
director of photography and graphics.
Weeks left in 2010 to pursue
independent documentary
photography. He still teaches
both photojournalism and digital

photography at Southern and at UTC,
where he is adviser for the Echo and
a full-time lecturer.
In 2003, Weeks expanded his
viewfinder's realm. On his first
international assignment, he
covered the United States’ military
humanitarian mission in El Salvador.
This led to many other assignments
with news organizations and faithbased, non-government organizations
(NGOs) and other nonprofits. He
has captured images in Haiti, Laos,
Nicaragua, Guatemala, Dominican
Republic, Honduras, Nepal, and
African countries, including Malawi.
“I have to do this. I can’t not do
something,” Weeks said. “It’s about
telling stories...if I can just make a
difference in someone’s life.
“There is no communication element
stronger than a still photo," he
continued. "Look at the background;

look at the foreground. A still photo
haunts us and stays with us unlike
video.”
Recently, Weeks was tapped for a
TEDx Talk based on the two elements
of an image: the photographer and
the subject. See his YouTube talk "Two
Views in Documentary Photography."
Billy and his wife, Annette, married
on June 15,1985. She is a special
education teacher at Cherokee
Ridge Elementary in Walker County,
Georgia.
They have two daughters: Abby,
who majored in digital marketing,
and Becca, who studied art and
photography.
Weeks is back in the classroom as an
adjunct professor again this year, with
his grease pencil ready for marking up
photos that need his expert input.

/ WEEKS’ FAVORITES /
PHOTOGRAPHERS
Sebastião Ribeiro Salgado Júnior,
and James Nachtwey
FAVORITE READING GENRE
Literary journalism and creative
nonfiction
FAVORITE BOOKS
Portrait of Myself
by Margaret Bourk White
Choice of Weapons
by Gordon Parks
Blink by Malcolm Gladwell
FAVORITE FOOD
Mac and cheese
FAVORITE PRESIDENT
Jimmy Carter
FAVORITE BIBLE STORY
The story of Joseph
FAVORITE JUNK FOOD
Vanilla ice cream
FAVORITE NATIONAL PARK
Chickamauga National Battlefield
FAVORITE QUOTE
“Mediocrity only gets worse,”
Earl Weeks

In Praise of Weeks
Engaging Narratives
I’ll never forget the photo essay
assignment Billy Weeks assigned us in
photojournalism class. Mine was on a local
dairy farmer, a story we called “The Last
Cowboy in Catoosa County."
Professor Weeks helped me see beyond
the basic profile shot to understand the
way photos of big personalities and small
details fit together to form engaging
narratives. This understanding of visual
narrative has served me well in my career.
—Stacy Spaulding, '96, associate professor,
Department of Communication, Towson
University, Baltimore, Maryland

Beyond the Obvious
Billy Weeks’ photojournalism classes
were some of my favorites at Southern
hands down. What he stressed then,
and what we need to do now more
than ever, is to look for truth, to see
beyond the obvious, and discover
all the moments in which humanity
reveals itself. I’ll never forget it. Thank
you, Billy.
—Gari Cruz, '94, associate creative director
at Huge Advertising Agency in Washington,
D.C.

Push for Excellence
I had fallen in love with photography
about a year before taking Billy’s class.
Much to my dismay, a few weeks into
Photojournalism, I discovered I was not
nearly the photographer that I thought I
was. Billy pushed and challenged me. To be
honest, it was pretty frustrating.
It was years later, on my own, when I
discovered a way to make a living with my
camera, that Billy’s push for excellence, his
passion for seeing the image in his mind
before looking through the viewfinder,
started to click.
I’ve been fortunate to sit at the feet of a lot
of photographers over the years, but Billy
taught me more about image-making than
anyone.
—Garrett Nudd, director of marketing and
philanthropy, as well as president of the
foundation, at Gordon Hospital in Calhoun,
Georgia

Fearless Perfectionist
Billy and I grew up in the business
together. We often covered feature
stories as a team. With a camera in his
hands, Billy is a fearless perfectionist.
He trained a generation of Chattanooga
photographers to never settle for
merely good photographs when great
photos were possible.
—Mark Kennedy, editor and columnist
for the Chattanooga Times Free Press. He
writes the “Test Drive” column featuring
automobiles. His human interest column,
“Life Stories,” appears every Thursday

Still Connected
Billy's advanced photography class was
by far my favorite photography class at
Southern. He was always in our corner
cheering us on, and helping to develop us
into the best journalistic photographers
that we could be, and creating unique
professional relationships with each of us.
I still stay connected with him through
various social media platforms, and he
is just as encouraging to me now as a
professional as he was when I was his
student.
—Courtney Herod, '12, associate director of
communication, Carolina Conference of SDA

Week's Awards and Publications
Gordon Parks International
Photography Contest (won twice)
Photos of the Year International,
University of Missouri
Photo District News
“Editors’ Choice”
Communication Arts Black-and-White
Spotlight Awards
Associated Press Georgia for
Chattanooga Times Free Press
Tennessee Press Association
Tennessee Associated Press
Galleries at Hunter Museum of Art
CNN-published blog about baseball
from the Dominican Republic
Cover of Tim Farrington’s novel,
"The Lazarus Kid"
National Press Photographers
Association for Sports
THE WIRE

Fall 2018

5

A Peek into Billy Weeks' Central America Portfolio

6

THE WIRE
Fall 2018

P O R T F O L I O

(Above) Marcos, a
39-year-old man, sits
in his home in Las
Crucitas, Honduras. He
had not eaten in days,
and he sometimes bites
his arm.

(Left) A man stacks
bananas during the
harvest in Las Vegas,
Nicaragua.
(Far Left) Six-yearold Ilda Maribel
stands in front of an
American flag sheet
used as a door in Las
Vegas, Nicaragua.
THE WIRE
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P H OTO G R A P H Y

CAMP 2018
At Photography Camp, students improved their composition
and technical skills while enjoying outdoor activities like photographing a balloon as it was popping.
Campers shot studio and outdoor portraits, close-ups,
painted with light, and learned to edit photos with Adobe
Lightroom.

Campers: Brenda Abel, Houston Beckworth, Cynthia Bonilla, Hannah Boyd, Andrew Cousins, Anna Cousins, Eliana Hounslow, Ashlynn Jackson, Cailey Lewis, Kayla
Moguel, Lizzy Morton, Noah Patterson, Rylan Patterson, Nathan Watson, Robyn Forde-Whitefield. Professor Stephen Ruf, instructor. Photo By: Jeanelle Arguelles
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Leavitt Joins
t h e Te a m a s
Office Manager
By Alva James-Johnson
For 17 years, Arlene Leavitt worked
at Great Lakes Adventist Academy
(GLAA) in Cedar Lake, Michigan,
helping to promote the school
through various forms of media.
Now, Leavitt–a 1990 graduate of
Southern College–brings those skills
to her new role as the School of
Journalism and Communication (SJC)
office manager. She applied for the
job after her husband, Greg, accepted
a position as director of auditing for
the Georgia-Cumberland Conference.
In addition to overseeing the dayto-day operations of the bustling
department, she will lend her strong
people skills and marketing expertise
to the mix.

project underway. Things seemed
a bit chaotic. “Our department was
receiving a massive facelift,” said
Williams-Smith. “Avery Botticelli had
helped me have a successful first year
at Southern. But it’s amazing, because
when Arlene stepped in, it felt almost
seamless. She was able to keep
things running smoothly. God always
provides what we need, and I know
this was a God thing.”
Williams-Smith said it was a bittersweet moment for faculty and
students as they bid farewell to
Botticelli, while at the same time
welcoming Leavitt.
“I’ll miss Avery’s vibrancy and

When
EB Botticelli, a 2015 Southern
graduate, decided to vacate the
position to stay home with her
two children, Leavitt became her
replacement.
SJC Dean Rachel Williams-Smith said
the transition came at a crucial time
for the department. It occurred as
faculty scrambled to prepare for the
fall semester with two new assistant
DS
MF
professors
and a major construction

Leavitt and her husband always
thought they would enjoy returning
to Collegedale at some point–a
desire that only intensified as their
two married daughters settled
in the South. One daughter lives
in Chattanooga and the other in
Savannah, Georgia.
“We decided to move ahead with
interviewing to see if this was God’s
plan for our future,” said Leavitt. “I
feel so blessed to be part of the SJC
family. Already everyone has been so
helpful, kind, and welcoming. I enjoy
what I do, and I’m looking forward
to being part of future growth in this
department.”

“I want to be a blessing in helping
this department grow by using the
experience I’ve gotten while also
keeping things flowing smoothly
for the professors,” said Leavitt in a
recent interview. “Interacting with
students is something I really enjoy,
TB
and I’m glad that I get to keep doing
that here.”
Leavitt joined the staff in May as a
temporary worker, filling in for Avery
Botticelli, who was on maternity
leave.

While at the academy, Leavitt served
as assistant director of Development,
Alumni, and Recruiting. She managed
the school’s website and all social
media accounts. In addition, she
taught the Publications class and
served as yearbook sponsor. She
also edited and designed the
alumni newsletter, created ads, and
coordinated many school events.

Williams-Smith said Leavitt brings
a set of skills that will
JWhelp the
department move forward.

Arlene Leavitt (left) assumed the office
manager position vacated by Avery Botticelli
when baby Raylan joined the Botticelli family
of Venice, 10, Avalon, 2, and Anthony in June.

“She worked in an academy setting
and understands the students
coming in,” she said. “She also has an
aesthetics and taste sensibility that
I don’t have, and she knows what to
do and how to help when I need it.
Arlene is organized, methodical, and
keeps things running smoothly.”

creativity,” she said. “But I’m happy for

her that she can pursue the desire of
KSA

her heart, which is to focus on raising
her children. It’s her passion and
something that’s very important.”
Leavitt and her husband–also a
Southern graduate–married in 1991
and then served as missionaries in
Hawthorne, Nevada. A year later
they returned to Collegedale, where
they remained until
LM1994, when they
received a call to work at GLAA.
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/ FACULTY /

TARA HARGROVE HEADS TO CALIFORNIA
By Natalia López-Thismón

After nine years at the School of
Journalism and Communication
(SJC), Tara Hargrove has accepted
a position as a professor at Pacific
Union College.
“Tara brought a lot of energy and
creativity to her classes, and I think
students benefited from that,” said
Lorraine Ball, associate professor
at the SJC. “She went outside the
classroom quite a bit to mentor
students, too.”
"I will miss professor Hargrove
because I loved going to her office
to chat about good times, bad times,
and life overall," said Janice Cosme
'15. "Going to her office felt like going
home."
Hargrove encouraged students to
present their original research at
academic conferences. Her own
research focused on topics such
as the intersections of gender and
class, gender and argumentation,
background acting in the film industry,
and abuse in faith-based residential

treatment facilities. Hargrove, a
Screen Actor's Guild—American
Federation of Television and Radio
Artists (SAG-AFTRA) actor, also
taught the department’s Introduction
to Acting class and supported
students who desired to pursue
acting as a career. Her credits include
"A Role Defined," "Doctor Impostor,"
and "Technically Speaking." She has
also done background work for
productions such as “Quantico,” and
“Nashville.”

While at Southern, Hargrove taught
courses such as Film Evaluation,
Persuasion and Propaganda,
Intercultural Communication, and
Communication and Public Speaking.
Hargrove was also the school’s
speech course director and the
Lambda Pi Eta honor society adviser.
Though she is now at Pacific Union
College, Hargrove continues to teach
online classes for Southern: Film
Evaluation and Communication and
Public Speaking.

Hargrove's love of acting and her
professional experience in the
industry made her a natural fit as
Executive Producer for Southern’s
live comedy sketch show, Studio 4109.
According to Kevin Christenson
'16, who worked with her on Studio
4109, "She has a great sense of
humor and an exceptional ability to
lead....After graduation, Tara was a
big influence in my deciding to work
in the TV/film industry. She showed
me the ropes and encouraged me to
pursue what I'm passionate about."

Among the gifts Rachel Williams-Smith handed Tara
Hargrove at the goodbye picnic was a bank which
read, "I became a teacher for the money and fame."

/ ALUMNI NEWS / Email your alumni news to communicator@southern.edu
SJC Graduates at Maranatha Missions
LEO MACIAS, '11 AND
HILARY MACIAS, '12
are SJC graduates. They
both work at Maranatha
Volunteers International.
Leo produces videos,
and Hilary works in
Marketing/PR.

Leo and Hilary Macias recently visited Southern to produce a couple of promotional videos. They own a production company called
Pine Cone Productions, and their work has
been featured on 3ABN and other Christian
TV networks around the world. While visiting, Leo guest lectured in Stephen Ruf’s Intro
to Photography class. This past spring, the
Roseville, California, couple also freelanced a
video project for Southern’s capital campaign.
WIRE
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Campos Takes New Job at Unum
ELOISE (RAVELL)
CAMPOS, '16 has
landed a new job in
Chattanooga.

Congrats to SJC alum Eloise (Ravell)
Campos on her new job in communication
at Chattanooga-based Unum. Eloise will be
designing and writing materials to enhance
the effectiveness of the Benefits Center,
including graphics and video. She graduated
in 2016 with degrees in Journalism and
International Studies (Spanish). Previously
she served as a marketing coordinator for
Coast 2 Coast.

/ STUDENTS /

2018 COFFEY SCHOLARSHIP

COFFEY SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED
Two incoming
freshmen and
one transfer
student won
this year’s Cecil
Coffey Award
for Creative
Communicators.
The award goes
to students
who show great
promise based
on their creative
portfolio of
writing, design,
photography,
or media
production.

Bailey Dubose (left), a PR/Business Administration major, is from Lake Wales, Florida.; Megan Yoshioka (center), a Mass Communicationwriting/editing major, is from Kaneohe, Hawaii. Anaelys Trochez (right), a Mass Communication-New Media major, is from Miami, Florida.

/ STUDENTS /

2017-2018 GRADUATES

CONGRATULATIONS!
Danielle Novel Allen
BA Journalism—Publishing
May 2018

Kimberly Anthonette Crooks
BS Public Relations
May 2018

Shaina Annette Rantung
BS Public Relations
December 2017

Dwight Caleb Begley
BA Journalism—Digital Broadcast
May 2018

Brooklyn Delyssa Engelhart
BS Public Relations and Graphic Design
May 2018

Jose Luis Rios
BA Communication Studies—Intercultural
May 2018

Sheann Maelin Brandon
BA Journalism—Digital Broadcast
May 2018

Jennifer Patricia Harvey
BS Mass Comm—Media Production
May 2018

Evelyn Ruiz
BS Public Relations
May 2018

Kaitlin Jeanette Colon
BS Public Relations
May 2018

Philip Donovan Graham Haughton Cheyenne Silvers
BS Mass Comm—Advertising
BS Public Relations
May 2018
December 2017

Lindsey Conkle
Public Relations minor
December 2017

Tia Janae Huff
BS Public Relations and Graphic Design
December 2017

Clementson Daniel Supriyadi
BS Mass Comm—Photography
May 2018
THE WIRE
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"

Most of us think that
1,000 words equal one
image. I have always said
that this is wrong. A

successful photograph
is understood in a split
second, and 1,000 words
take half a page and
several minutes to read.
			—Billy Weeks

"

			

Adjunct Professor
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